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“And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will 

go yonder and worship, and come again to you.” Genesis 22:5 

The bible describes Abraham as 

the ‘father of faith’ (Romans 4: 11). The 

scripture passage we read above in 

Genesis 22:5 shed some light on the 

origin of this statement. He had 

received an instruction from God to 

sacrifice his only son Isaac. He took 

Isaac to the place of sacrifice and told 

his servants to wait afar while he goes 

with the boy to the 

sacrifice and informed his 

servants that ‘he would 

return back to them with 

Isaac.’  

Up until this event, 

no man including 

Abraham had experienced a 

resurrected sacrifice, in fact in all the 

sacrifices that Abraham had 

experienced; each animal was 

slaughtered, cooked and even eaten. 

How it is then that Abraham believed 

he would return with Isaac after the 

sacrifice, when he fully intended to 

obey the Lord and sacrifice his son? 

When we read Hebrews 11: 17-19, we 

understand that Abraham was not just 

speaking or thinking positively that his 

son would return, rather his confession 

of faith rested on the promise given to 

him by God that the blessing would 

come through his seed Isaac. He 

believed that since Isaac was the route 

of the blessing, then the blessing that 

must surely come to pass can only 

come through a living Isaac and not a 

dead one. He subsequently reasoned 

and was confident therefore that either 

‘the Lord would provide for Himself a 

sacrifice’ Genesis 22:8 or 

‘the Lord will raise Isaac 

back to life again’ 

Hebrews 11:18.  

The events 

surrounding Abraham 

patterns our life and faith 

walk as a church or as a believer. First, 

our salvation and calling like Abraham 

is not based on merit, rather ‘For by 

grace are ye saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 

God’’ Ephesians 2:8. After we have 

received the promise of salvation we 

are expected to work out our salvation 

with fear and trembling (Philippians 

2:12) and to make our calling and 

election sure (1 Peter 2: 10).  

One way of working out our 

salvation and making our election sure 

is in the area of our spoken words. 

“Our actions must be 

consistent with the 

principles of God to 

enable his Word that 

we confess come to 

pass in our walk” 



‘Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall 

eat the fruit thereof.’ Proverbs 18:21 

‘He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his 

lips shall have destruction.’ Proverbs 13:3   

Words are important. God 

created all that we see by speaking 

words; He sustains the world by the 

word of his power (Hebrews 1:3). We 

make marital vows by words; an act of 

confession which is essentially words 

even saved us. The scripture references 

above in the book of Proverbs 

illustrate the importance of words. We 

see that words have the ability to 

produce life or death. It has the ability 

to protect or destroy.   

Without realising it, whether we 

speak right or wrong words, as long as 

we believe what we say, they become 

faith words. If they are wrong, we get 

death, if they are right we get life (John 

6:63). Two believers may have invested 

some princely sum in a start-up and 

after the recession lost their 

investment. The first believer might say 

to everyone who cares to listen ‘I am 

finished…I am destroyed….my life is 

ruined’  and because he believes what 

he says he would have exactly that 

eventually. The second believer who 

experienced the same calamity may 

say ‘I know that you are my sufficiency 

Lord, I might have lost a lot of money 

now, but God has restored me because 

He said in His word that He pulls me 

free from great waters and sets me in a 

wide place (Psalms 18: 16-18).   

Now both men have experienced the 

same problem but their reactions to it 

have differed based on their 

understanding of the promise. The 

faith talk is highlighted in 2 Corinthians 

4: 13, which says ‘We having the same 

spirit of faith, according as it is written, 

I believed, and therefore have I spoken; 

we also believe, and therefore speak;’ . 

First, we must believe the word of God 

we hear. What we do not believe, we 

do not echo.  

Secondly, we must ensure that our 

actions are consistent with the 

principles of God to enable his word 

that we confess come to pass in our 

walk. Paul writes to Timothy to hold 

fast the mystery of the faith with a 

pure conscience (1 Timothy 3:9). This 

second point is key, otherwise we 

would lose confidence in our 

confession when we speak faith filled 

words and walk in error. We may then 

believe that we lack enough faith. In 



fact, Jesus describes the size of faith 

we require as a speck of dust (mustard 

seed) to change situations in our lives 

(Matthew 17:20). A shop owner, who 

confesses daily that he would profit 

greatly in his enterprise; does his 

confession of faith little good, when he 

opens late in the day and closes shop 

after an hour. His actions are 

inconsistent with his confession 

Third, we must speak the way God 

speaks. God speaks things that are not 

in existence (promises) as though they 

already are (Romans 4: 17). We can 

learn again from the example of 

Abraham. God gave him a promise, 

and then changed his name to reflect 

the promise even before the promise 

came to pass. It took a quarter of a 

century for the promise to be fulfilled, 

yet God always spoke and called an 

aging and infertile man, the father of 

many nations.  

It must have looked ridiculous 

when strangers met Abraham and 

asked what his name meant. They must 

have laughed or scorned him when 

they heard that ‘he was the father of 

many nations’ and yet he had no child. 

In speaking the way God speaks we 

must be careful not to fall into error. 

Our confession must align with God’s 

will. We should not go off on a tangent 

and believe that no matter what we 

confess that might seem good to us, it 

would come to pass.  

I must say again that words 

have power. The confession of faith or 

faith talk is not positive thinking or 

confession. Our confession is hinged 

on Gods promise. Our faith walk 

becomes victorious by speaking faith 

words.  Instead of saying what we 

already have, we must learn to have 

what we say, by faith.     


